
F R E S H W A T E R  C A S T  ·  M O N D A Y  C A S T M I C H I G A N

Lake Charlevoix: Late-September Cool-Down, Wind Banks &
Dawn Windows
Northwest MI · Mon Sep 21 – Thu Sep 24, 2026 · bank / kayak / boat · all times ET

~60°F early-week feel Primary: smallmouth bass NWS Ironton Crowd / recreational pressure

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 60. East wind 10 to 15 mph. That's the ET Monday open —

pack for the rest of the midweek cool-down.

● MIDWEEK OUTLOOK

NWS grid for the Ironton area (pin 45.27,-85.20) frames a late-September midweek on Lake

Charlevoix. Monday looks like ~60°F with mostly cloudy and winds 10 to 15 mph E. Tuesday looks

like ~64°F with sunny and winds 5 to 15 mph E. Wednesday looks like ~66°F with sunny and winds

5 to 10 mph E. Thursday looks like ~69°F with sunny and winds 5 mph E. All clock language below

is ET (ET) — never forced to Central. For smallmouth bass, lean low-light and wind-driven banks

early while residual warmth lingers, then widen the morning window if nights keep cooling.

Habitat read: clear big water; points and weed edges; smallmouth primary with cool nights. Soft

recreational pressure unless a named trail event is listed in Heavy Traffic.

Monday Cast window = Mon morning through Thu evening (ET). Use the day cards for

planning, then re-check NWS the morning you launch — Sunday evening gathers can miss

overnight forecast edits.

MONDAY

~60°F10 to 15 mph E

Mostly Cloudy

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 60. East wind 10 to

15 mph.

Sunrise 7:26 AM · Sunset 7:41 PM ET

Best bite: first light–~9:00 AM ET; re-check

wind/sky before midday plan.

TUESDAY

~64°F5 to 15 mph E

Sunny

Sunny, with a high near 64. East wind 5 to 15 mph.

Sunrise 7:27 AM · Sunset 7:39 PM ET

Best bite: first light–~9:00 AM ET; re-check

wind/sky before midday plan.



WEDNESDAY

~66°F5 to 10 mph E

Sunny

Sunny, with a high near 66.

Sunrise 7:28 AM · Sunset 7:37 PM ET

Best bite: first light–~9:00 AM ET; re-check

wind/sky before midday plan.

THURSDAY

~69°F5 mph E

Sunny

Sunny, with a high near 69.

Sunrise 7:29 AM · Sunset 7:35 PM ET

Best bite: first light–~9:00 AM ET; re-check

wind/sky before midday plan.

● WATER LEVEL /  FLOW CHEAT SHEET

LAKE CHARLEVOIX · AGENCY BOARDS

This product does not invent pool elevations or generation unit counts. Pull the board that

actually owns the water (MD DNR / WSSC / Exelon Conowingo / USACE / MassDCR–MWRA /

MI DNR / USGS as applicable) before you leave the house.

Working context: clear big water; points and weed edges; smallmouth primary with cool

nights. On Conowingo, treat generation like TVA current — peaking moves bait and

repositions fish; dam restricted zones stay off-limits. On drinking-water reservoirs (Loch

Raven / Liberty / Prettyboy / Quabbin / Wachusett / Little Seneca / Triadelphia–Rocky Gorge),

access, motor, and shoreline rules override any “hot tip.”

Gather: Sun Sep 20, 2026 evening ET. If Mon–Thu boards were not posted at pull, say so honestly and re-

check after evening updates / before launch. Soft level→bite language only.

WHAT TO RE-CHECK

Pool/stage or river gage · generation or

release notes · ramp and park hours · any

special permit / electric-only rules · wind vs

your primary bank.

HOW IT FISHES WHEN HONEST DATA LANDS

Rising or pulsing current: fish seams and

washed edges. Stable high water: grass and

dock shade. Falling/clearing after wind: rock

and drop-shots. No data: fish wind and

forage signs you can see.



● HOW TO FISH IT  — BANK /  KAYAK /  BOAT

BANK

Work windward points,

shade lines, and visible

wood/grass first. On metro

reservoirs, park early and

keep a quiet footprint —

shore pressure stacks even

when boat traffic is

electric-only.

Hydrate Mon–Tue if residual

heat lingers; storms can build

fast on warm afternoons.

Respect posted closures and

dam fences.

KAYAK

Slide into secondary points

and protected pockets the

bass boats skip. Use wind

as a conveyor for bait.

Confirm electric-only / no-

gas / launch rules before

you strap the hull on the

car.

Best windows often first light–

~9:00 AM ET, then again late

day if ski traffic dies.

BOAT

Graph bait and the hard-

soft transition. Idle zones

and blast-off lanes on busy

ramps — Heavy Traffic

section covers named

events when sourced. On

shared border waters, stay

on your state’s legal water

and pin.

Permits and motor rules on

Baltimore reservoirs and

MWRA waters are not optional.

● ETHANOL-FREE FUEL NEAR THIS WATER

E0 · PURE-GAS.ORG + PRICE SNAPSHOT

Identify 2–4 closest ethanol-free stations to pin 45.27, -85.20 via Pure-Gas.org. When a

current price is findable at gather, print it as a snapshot with the caveat: may change; verify at

the pump.

Honesty: do not invent stations or prices. If GasBuddy/area grades are used as a last resort,

label them not confirmed E0. Unmatched listings = price not listed — verify at pump.

Snapshot timing: Sun Sep 20, 2026 evening ET. Prefer premium/E0 grade matching the Pure-Gas listing

when known.

● LURE BOX

TOP

Walking baits and small

poppers on calm mornings

over rock and grass edges;

stop working them once

the first ski boat wakes hit.

MID

Ned / tube / soft swimbait

on windblown points; keep

contact with the bottom

transition where bait

marks.

BOTTOM

Drop-shot and football jigs

on rock and hard bottom;

downsize after cold fronts

and clear skies.

Tune color to stain vs clear. Primary species for this Cast: smallmouth bass — lead the box for that fish, not a

generic national bass script.



● LIFE  STAGE + WHAT'S  ON THE MENU

PRIMARY: SMALLMOUTH BASS

Late September on Lake Charlevoix is a transition week: nights cool, bait shifts, and the best

bites often compress into low-light and wind. Keep smallmouth bass as the lead story for

outlook, tactics, and lure notes. If live reports or agency notes say another species is clearly

owning the bite this week, say so — do not force bass onto a walleye or trout water.

What's on the menu: baitfish (shad/perch/smelt where present) and crayfish on rock — wind

stacking bait is the tell.

Clarity unconfirmed unless you pulled a local note — fish the color you see at the ramp.

● ALSO HOT /  ALSO IN SEASON

Largemouth in grass pockets; perch/panfish; seasonal walleye or trout only where this water

truly supports them this week.

● HEAVY TRAFFIC

CROWD / RECREATIONAL PRESSURE

In-window (Mon Sep 21 – Thu Sep 24 ET): no named trail event verified at this gather for

Lake Charlevoix. Soft recreational / weekday pressure only — still expect metro reservoirs and

destination lakes to see evening traffic.

Looking ahead (1–3 weeks): re-scan state/regional trail calendars and park tournament

pages before weekend plans. If a sourced event lands on this water, name it, date it, and tell

bank/kayak/boat how to adapt (earlier launch, alternate ramps, avoid blast-off lanes). Never

invent boat counts or fake tournaments.

Holiday-style pressure does not apply midweek Sep 21–24, but Friday–Sunday after this window can flip fast.

● LOOKING AHEAD

Next 1–3 weeks: watch the cool-down, bait location, and any named events that appear on

local boards. Thursday evening’s gather for the Friday Cast should refresh generation/level

boards and E0 prices. If nights keep falling, expect smallmouth bass to use a little more of the

morning — and for wind to matter more than calendar tips.



● PATTERN NOTES FOR THIS WATER

READ THE WEEK, NOT THE RUMOR

Lake Charlevoix in late September rewards anglers who treat wind, sky, and forage as the real

schedule. If Monday still feels like late summer, keep a topwater rod ready at first light (ET)

and be willing to kill it when boat wakes or hard sun shut the shallow bite down. By

Wednesday–Thursday, cooler nights usually stretch the morning window — that is when

smallmouth bass often slide a little deeper or lock tighter to the best wind bank.

Habitat working theory for this cycle: clear big water; points and weed edges; smallmouth

primary with cool nights. Use it as a starting map, then let electronics and the bait you actually

see edit the plan. Clarity unconfirmed unless you verified it at the ramp — stain calls for

louder profiles; clear water calls for downsizing and longer pauses.

Shared-water note when relevant: fish your home-shore pin and regs. One writer per shared product per

cycle — this pack is the Michigan home-shore Cast.

IF THE WIND IS UP

Start on the windward bank where bait

stacks. Spinnerbaits, chatter-style profiles,

and crankbaits cover water; flip only after

you mark fish or obvious cover. On big

water (St. Clair, Erie, Traverse, Bays de Noc),

wind direction is the whole program.

IF THE WIND LAYS DOWN

Go finesse earlier: Ned, drop-shot, shaky,

small swimbaits. Shade, docks, and isolated

wood keep smallmouth bass catchable after

the surface bite dies. Kayaks often win the

quiet pockets.

● ACCESS,  SAFETY,  AND REGS

Verify ramp hours, park fees, electric-only / permit rules, and any drinking-water shoreline

restrictions before you roll. Dam restricted zones are always off-limits. On border waters, carry

the right license for the water you are fishing and do not assume the other state’s pack covers

your shore.

Hydrate if residual heat lingers early week; afternoon storms can build on warm, unstable days

— keep a rain shell in the boat. Nighttime cool-downs make a dry towel and a second jacket

smarter than they were in August.

Regs links stay live-only (state DNR / fisheries pages). This Cast does not reprint bag limits that can change.



● SOURCES

NWS api.weather.gov forecast + hourly for pin 45.27,-85.20 · agency pool/generation boards

for this water · Pure-Gas.org for E0 station identity · tournament/park calendars for Heavy

Traffic · Freshwater Cast gold reference: TN River AL Chain Monday PDF/HTML.

Gather Sun Sep 20, 2026 evening ET. Numbers not printed were not invented. Re-check before launch.

Sources: NWS api.weather.gov · agency boards for this water · Pure-Gas.org (E0 identity) · Freshwater Cast gold (TN River

AL Chain Monday reference).

Schedules, stages, and prices change — re-check before launch. Product word Castslug charlevoixMichigan · times ET

(ET). 
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