FRESHWATER

CAST

Mille Lacs Lake: Walleye First in the Cool-Down Window

Monday Sep 21 — Thursday Sep 24, 2026 - Mille Lacs Lake, Minnesota - walleye primary - bank,
kayak & boat - CT

Forecast snapshot: 62-69°F highs - re-check NWS MPX Primary: walleye - flats, gravel, low light

Wind / waves decide the safe plan No named Mon-Thu event verified

Cooler late-September mornings put the walleye clock back where it belongs: low light,

wind-blown structure, and a patient live-bait presentation before the sun gets high.

Walleye is the honest lead species for this Mille Lacs window. Pulled reports point to mid-lake
mud flats, deep gravel, and wind-blown rock, with leeches and nightcrawlers still useful. Build
around dawn, evening, and safe wind; in clear, bright conditions, move deeper and slow down. The

weather snapshot is provisional—re-check NWS MPX and lake conditions before launch.

Mon-Thu Cool mornings, low-light Ordinary weekday pressure;
through Thu evening CT structure, deep flats and no named Mon-Thu event
gravel for daytime fish verified in the pull.

MONDAY SEP 21 TUESDAY SEP 22

~63°F / ~51°F - clear snapshot - 0% precip ~62° / ~51° - clear snapshot

shown Deep flats or gravel with slow bait; low-light

Dawn and evening walleye; do not force rock if safe

€ wind ri .
PR BT AT (55 Keep the boat presentation controlled

Re-check NWS MPX and wave conditions



https://www.weather.gov/mpx

WEDNESDAY SEP 23 THURSDAY SEP 24

~65° / ~48° - clouds in snapshot ~69° / ~55° - clouds in snapshot

Safe cloud or wind can extend the bite Low-light rock, reef edges, or a controlled flat

if
Re-check forecast before open-water travel Sl

Re-check before launch

Weather values are a planning snapshot from the pulled Mille Lacs weather page, not a guarantee. All times are
CT.




Mille Lacs has no generator schedule to plan around. Wind-driven current, wave direction, and

safe access matter more than dam releases. No live lake-level or operations number was pulled for

this draft; do not invent one.

Mid-lake mud 18-30 ft starting Controlled drift or slow live-bait

flats band

Daytime structure in

the current reports presentation close to bottom

Deep gravel / reef Low light; edge Evening and dawn Jig-and-minnow, slip bobber, or live

edges first transition water bait; windward side can matter

Wind-blown 6-12 ft in safe Shorter, shallower Small jig, minnowbait, or perch-toned

rock / shoreline low light

Go deeper and slow down.
Avoid assuming shallow fish
simply because the calendar

says fall.

windows

Test the windward flat,
gravel, or rock edge. Let the
lake tell you which side is
holding fish.

crank; retreat if waves build

Open-water exposure
changes fast. Check waves,
PFDs, ramp conditions, and

a return route.

No generator schedule applies. Re-check NWS MPX, DNR notices, access status, and lake conditions before

launch.

BANK

Accessible rock, points, and
protected windward edges at
dawn and dusk.

Slip bobber, jig, or small
minnow imitation; bank
coverage is limited on this

large lake.

Respect private property and

posted access limits.

KAYAK

Stay near protected bays and
nearshore rock when the

forecast is settled.

PFD on; do not make a long
open-water crossing for a
pattern available near shore.

Check wind and the launch

before leaving.

BOAT

Start flats or deep gravel in
18-30 ft, then test 6-12 ft

rock in low light.

Use controlled presentation
only when waves allow; keep

a retreat route.

Wind and wave direction are
the day’s primary safety

variables.




The Sep 20 pull did not verify two or more station identities near the Mille Lacs pin, so no station names or

prices are invented. Check the Minnesota Pure-Gas listing and call ahead.

Current prices: no credible station-specific snapshot confirmed. Prices may change; verify at the pump.

Listings are crowdsourced and not an endorsement.

TOP / LOW LIGHT

Suspending minnowbait or
shallow crank over wind-

blown rock

Natural perch, silver, or muted

gold in clear water

Keep a safe shoreline or reef-
edge option

MID

Jig-and-minnow or jig with a
plastic minnow

Live-bait presentation over

flats and gravel

Lightest controllable weight
for depth and wind

BOTTOM / SLOW

Slip bobber with leech or

nightcrawler near gravel

Compact jig tipped with bait
close to bottom

Dark silhouette only if actual

clarity supports it

Match the water: current clarity was not pulled. Confirm it at the ramp and adjust profile, color, and speed.



https://www.pure-gas.org/?stateprov=MN

Late-summer to early-fall transition. Walleye are likely moving between daytime deep water

and lower-light rock, gravel, and flat edges as nights cool.

What's on the menu (no specific hatch sourced): likely yellow perch and other small baitfish,
with crawfish and invertebrates still relevant around rock. Start with perch-toned small plastics or

crankbaits; keep live leeches and nightcrawlers for a slower profile.

Smallmouth bass: Deep rock, reefs, and boulder edges; Ned rigs, small swimbaits, and jerkbaits.

Secondary target here—live-check rules.

Muskellunge: Green weed lines and larger structure can be worth a deliberate bucktail or glide-

bait pass. Handle carefully and verify current DNR rules.

Yellow perch / northern pike: Perch near weed and bottom edges with small jigs and bait; pike

may use weed lines. Confirm current limits before keeping anything.

Regulations: use the live Minnesota DNR Mille Lacs regulations page. The 2026 DNR announcement describes
three walleye, each at least 17 inches, with no more than one over 20 inches; special-management rules can
change.

Looking ahead (1-3 weeks): Late September should shift the lake toward deeper-rock and
evening walleye patterns as nights cool. Muskie and pike remain relevant into fall;
smallmouth stay a structure option. No named Mon-Thu tournament or trail event was

verified in this pull. Re-check lake, access, and event calendars before the next Cast.

Sources: NWS Twin Cities/Chanhassen (MPX); Mille Lacs weather snapshot; Mille Lacs Lake fishing reports; Minnesota DNR
Mille Lacs regulations and 2026 walleye announcement; Pure-Gas.org Minnesota directory. Schedules, regulations, wind,

waves, and access conditions change—re-check before launch.
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https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/millelacs.html
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