FRESHWATER

Lake Erie (NY) Cast

Lake Erie New York shore (+ labeled Niagara wind-day alternate) - Mon Sep 21 — Thu Sep 24, 2026
- bank / kayak / boat - times ET

Primary: smallmouth Times ET Seas first

New York Erie smallmouth are worth the drive when the lake lays down — and when it

does not, the upper Niagara is the labeled wind-day alternate, not a second full report.

National Weather Service — forecast gathered Sunday evening, Sep 20, 2026. All clock times
below are ET.

National Weather Service forecast was thin at this gather — re-check the local forecast before you
launch.

Mon-Thu Smallmouth bass (trophy No named trail event pulled
through Thursday evening ET smallmouth on New York for Monday through
Erie) Thursday. Soft weekday
pressure; open-lake
recreational traffic rises on

calm afternoons.

MONDAY TUESDAY

Forecast thin — verify dam boards before you Forecast thin — verify dam boards before you
go go




WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Forecast thin — verify dam boards before you Forecast thin — verify dam boards before you

go go




Lake Erie — New York shore — Great Lakes open-water fishery. There is no dam or generator

cheat sheet. The controlling schedule is the marine forecast.

If the forecast shows Labeled wind-day option New York Erie shore only —

building seas, believe it. only when Erie is blown out. not Ohio western basin.

STATUS: seas-dependent; no dam board.

Schedules change — verify dam boards before you go.

Honest bank water on Erie is
mostly harbor walls, breakwalls,
and designated public access —
not a random beach cast into
three-foot waves. Fish calm
mornings, watch spray and
footing, and keep a simple
smallmouth box ready for short
accurate casts along concrete
and rock. If the open lake is
roaring, do not force a bank
session into unsafe spray; move
to protected harbor water or
scrub the day for Niagara
current instead. Keep kids and
gear back from wet walls when

wakes roll in.

Kayaks on open Erie are a fair-
weather tool only. Stick to
protected harbors and
nearshore structure when seas
are truly flat, wear a PFD, and
keep an exit plan within a few
minutes of shore. The moment
whitecaps build, get off the
main lake without arguing with
the forecast. Niagara's current
lanes are a better kayak story
than a building Erie afternoon,
and that labeled alternate exists
so you do not invent heroics on

a dangerous inland sea.

Boat anglers should treat the
marine forecast as the first lure.
Graph reefs, cribs, and rock
transitions for smallmouth;
rotate tubes, dropshots, and
mid-depth cranks until the fish
show a depth. If Erie is
unfishable, run the labeled
Niagara wind-day alternate for
current-oriented smallmouth
without rewriting this Cast into a
Niagara flagship or an Ohio
western-basin product. Abort
early if seas build — no bag is
worth that decision.




TOP

Topwater is a calm-morning
luxury over shallow rock and
bait. Skip it when the lake has
any chop.

MID BOTTOM

Cranks and spinners along Tubes, ned rigs, and

rock and bait edges when you dropshots are the Erie

can cover water safely. smallmouth core. Natural
craw and goby-inspired
colors; keep contact with
bottom.

Stain / clear match: Clarity unconfirmed this window. Lean natural colors on clearer water; darker

craw if storms dirty backs.

Early fall smallmouth on New York Erie still relate to rock and bait. Cooling nights help; a rough

lake deletes the plan regardless of the calendar.

What's on the menu: Most likely forage is gobies and baitfish on rock. Match profile; no specific

hatch date was confirmed.

Walleye and steelhead seasons
exist on Erie — mention only if
you are targeting them this

week; smallmouth remains the

primary story for this Cast.

No named trail event pulled for
Monday through Thursday.
Soft weekday pressure; open-
lake recreational traffic rises on

calm afternoons.

Regs live-link only: confirm live state freshwater creel & size limits.

Looking ahead (next 1-3 weeks): Re-check marine forecasts daily next one to three weeks.

Watch for announced trail events on New York Erie.




ETHANOL-FREE FUEL NEAR THIS WATER

Source: Pure-Gas.org station identity - pulled Sun Sep 20, 2026 evening

Current prices — may change; verify at the pump. Station-specific pump prices were not confirmed at
this gather for the Dunkirk-Barcelona / Buffalo harbor corridor. Do not invent a dollar amount. Prefer the

ethanol-free / premium grade that matches the Pure-Gas listing when you find a station.

Pure-Gas.org search — Dunkirk—Barcelona / Buffalo harbor area - ethanol-free listings - price not

listed — verify at pump - Pure-Gas

If you cannot confirm EO at the pump, do not assume regular unleaded is ethanol-free.

Sources: National Weather Service forecast for the New York Erie shore pulled Sunday evening Sep 20, 2026; Pure-Gas.org
for ethanol-free station identity; New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Great Lakes freshwater

context. Marine conditions change — verify dam boards before you go.

Freshwater Cast - Monday Cast - Lake Erie (NY) - Mon Sep 21 — Thu Sep 24, 2026 - drafted Sunday evening Sep 20, 2026
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