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WEEKEND  Weekend setup on this water — highs 71–73°F, lows 47°F, rain chance up to ~0%. Story is light and

bait position — dawn and last light carry the weekend.

THREE-DAY WEATHER

FRIDAY OCT 23

73° F high

LOW 47°F

SKY Sunny

WIND NE 0–5 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 7:53 AM / 6:56 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

SATURDAY OCT 24

72° F high

LOW 47°F

SKY Sunny

WIND E 0–5 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 7:54 AM / 6:55 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

SUNDAY OCT 25

71° F high

LOW 47°F

SKY Sunny

WIND NE 0–5 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 7:55 AM / 6:54 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

Window: Fri–Sun weekend Air: NE → E Bite window: dawn + last light

HOW TO FISH THIS WEATHER

MORNING

Shallow cover, points, creek mouths

First light (7:53 AM EDT) → ~9 AM

Use any ripple as cover

MIDDAY

Shade lines, docks, deeper edges

Electronics for bait height first

Slow down once the sun is overhead

EVENING

Revisit shallow shade as sun drops

Topwater if the surface lays down

Weekend traffic — work quiet pockets

BIOLOGY

BASS STAGE

Largemouth bass — early-

fall transition on the

Chattanooga TVA stair. The

warmer afternoon shortens

the shallow window — get

on earlier or commit to

current seams and shade.

NATURAL FORAGE

Dated hatch reports for this

exact window are thin.

Most-likely forage is

threadfin and gizzard shad

(creek mouths, grass edges,

current seams, dawn

schooling), with bluegill and

crawfish still relevant on

riprap and seawalls.

ALSO BITING

Crappie · catfish. Early-fall

brush / creek channels; cut

shad for cats on channel

swings when current holds

through .

PRESSURE

Weekend recreational traffic.

Fish early, give ramps and

swim areas room.

Page 1 · Friday Cast Oct 23–25, 2026



F R E S H WAT E R  C A S T  ·  C H I C K A M A U G A –N I C K A J A C K  ·  C O N T I N U E D

DAM & WATER —  CONFIRM BEFORE YOU LAUNCH

FIXED Dam-controlled water. No shared generation/level feed this cycle — check the agency page the morning you fish; releases

and pool levels change daily. Stay outside buoyed restricted zones.

ITEM NOTE SOURCE

Confirm TWRA Fishing tn.gov

Confirm TN eRegulations eregulations.com

Permit / regs Start on Chester Frost Park day-use banks, Booker T.

Clarity Clarity is unconfirmed for this Cast window — start with shad profiles and darken only if the backs look

stained.

ACCESS —  BANK / KAYAK / BOAT

BANK

Start on Chester Frost Park day-use

banks, Booker T. Washington State

Park shoreline, Harrison Bay grass

edges, or public walks along the

Hixson / Dallas Bay corridor where

posted. Once afternoons push into

the mid-to-upper 80s, slow to a

green-pumpkin jig or shaky on visible

cover and shade lines.

KAYAK

Launch early, wear a PFD, and skip

locking through if you want to stay

on one pool. Bring a light anchor or

stake-out pole for grass edges, and

leave room for recreational traffic

once the afternoon warms into the

mid-80s.

BOAT

Is the highest-percentage full-day

current plan with both dams posted

2+. Launch options: Chester Frost,

Harrison Bay, Booker T. Washington,

Soddy / Sale Creek public ramps, or

Nickajack-side ramps if you want

current without mid-lake

recreational clutter.

LURE BOX

TOP

Walking bait (chrome / bone / white);

hollow-body frog (white or black);

buzzbait at first light while nights

stay cool.

MID

Lipless crank (chrome blue / red

shad).

BOTTOM

Stain / clear match: Clarity

unconfirmed. Lean shad chrome /

white / chartreuse on clearer main-

lake; darker craw / junebug if creek

backs dirty.
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