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BITE ODDS ·  THIS CAST
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Strong odds
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PRESSURE

+ Stable
pattern

STORMS

+ No lightning
WIND

+ 0–5 mph
usable ripple

SKY / RAIN

+ Clear / sunny
(~0%)

BASS STAGE

+ Active /
feeding stage

CROWD

− Weekend
traffic

WEEKEND  Weekend setup on this water — highs 73–74°F, lows 44–45°F, rain chance up to ~0%. Story is light

and bait position — dawn and last light carry the weekend.

THREE-DAY WEATHER

FRIDAY OCT 23

73° F high

LOW 44°F

SKY Sunny

WIND NE 0–5 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 6:56 AM / 5:55 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

SATURDAY OCT 24

74° F high

LOW 45°F

SKY Patchy Fog then Sunny

WIND 0 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 6:57 AM / 5:54 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

SUNDAY OCT 25

74° F high

LOW 45°F

SKY Areas Of Fog then Sunny

WIND 0 mph

RAIN ~0%

SUN 6:58 AM / 5:53 PM

Frame: Stable day — first-light moving bait,

then slow down around shade and cover once

the sun is up.

Window: Fri–Sun weekend Air: NE → Bite window: dawn + last light

HOW TO FISH THIS WEATHER

MORNING

Shallow cover, points, creek mouths

First light (6:56 AM CDT) → ~9 AM

Use any ripple as cover

MIDDAY

Shade lines, docks, deeper edges

Electronics for bait height first

Slow down once the sun is overhead

EVENING

Revisit shallow shade as sun drops

Topwater if the surface lays down

Weekend traffic — work quiet pockets

BIOLOGY

BASS STAGE

Smallmouth bass — early-

fall transition on two classic

highland lakes. Upper-40s

nights cool the surface,

drawing smallmouth onto

points, gravel, and bluff

ends at dawn and dusk,

then back to deeper rock as

the sun climbs.

NATURAL FORAGE

Dated forage reports for this

exact window are thin.

Most-likely forage is

threadfin shad and alewife

in open water, with crawfish

on rocky banks — a key

smallmouth food on both

lakes.

ALSO BITING

Walleye · trout. Center Hill

walleye on deep points at

low light; Dale Hollow trout

hold deep in cool water —

soft language only.

PRESSURE

Weekend recreational traffic.

Fish early, give ramps and

swim areas room.
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WATER BOARD —  LAKE CHEAT SHEET

FIXED Natural / small-impoundment water — no generation table. Check access rules and level notes with the managing agency

before you go.

ITEM NOTE SOURCE

Confirm TWRA Fishing tn.gov

Confirm TN eRegulations eregulations.com

Permit / regs The Wolf River arm of Dale Hollow is TN–KY reciprocal water — know your license.

Clarity With calm, bright afternoons on gin-clear water, midday means finesse on deeper rock — 20–35 ft on Dale

Hollow, a bit shallower on Center Hill.

ACCESS —  BANK / KAYAK / BOAT

BANK

On Dale Hollow, fish from the Dale

Hollow Dam recreation area near

Celina, Lillydale Recreation Area, or

Obey River Park near Byrdstown, all

with rocky shoreline near deep water.

On Center Hill, Edgar Evins State Park

and Floating Mill Park give bank

space on steep, rocky banks.

KAYAK

Paddle the protected coves near

Lillydale and Willow Grove on Dale

Hollow, or the quiet creek arms near

Edgar Evins State Park on Center Hill.

Calm water is ideal for drifting points

and bluff ends with a drop-shot.

Bring a small anchor to hold on a

point while you work a drop-shot

slowly.

BOAT

Launch at Dale Hollow Dam, Lillydale,

or Obey River Park on Dale Hollow, or

Edgar Evins State Park, Floating Mill,

or Ragland Bottom on Center Hill.

The Wolf River arm of Dale Hollow is

TN–KY reciprocal water — know your

license. The breeze is the day to run

main-lake points with a jerkbait;

calm favors finesse and spybaits.

LURE BOX

TOP

Small walking bait and popper (bone

/ clear) at first light; wakebait on

calm evenings.

MID

Jerkbait (ghost shad) and small

swimbait on windblown points;

spybait and hair jig on calm, clear

points.

BOTTOM

Drop-shot and ned rig (green

pumpkin / smoke); tube (watermelon

/ brown) on chunk rock; football jig

(brown) on deeper bluff ends and

channel swings. Stain / clear match:

Expect very clear water on Dale

Hollow and clear-to-light green on

Center Hill. Natural colors and light

fluorocarbon throughout.
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