FRESHWATER

Door County / Sturgeon Bay

Mon Sep 21 — Thu Sep 24, 2026 - Bank / Kayak / Boat - Primary: Smallmouth bass

Mon-Thu window Mon high ~56° CT Heavy Traffic — sourced only

Cooler midweek Door rock — smallmouth still the honest headline, freighters still the

traffic story.

Door County / Sturgeon Bay enters the Mon Sep 21-Thu Sep 24 window in a classic early-fall
transition. Primary species for this Cast is smallmouth bass — keep that honest for the whole
article. Use the day cards below for sky, wind, and precip planning, then pair them with the
dam/level notes. Weekday recreational pressure is usually softer than weekends; still launch with

a wind plan.
Times in this Cast are Central Time (CT).

No named trail event pulled for Mon-Thu on Door County / Sturgeon Bay. Soft weekday
recreational pressure is the baseline. Any Heavy Traffic callout below is sourced (commercial
traffic, known weekend tourism, or wind-as-safety). Looking ahead, re-check calendars before

the next weekend window.

Monday Sep 21 Tuesday Sep 22

56°/47° CTOvercast 61°/45° CTOvercast
Wind to 13 mph - precip chance 0% Wind to 16 mph - precip chance 0%

Bite plan: Dawn window before wind builds Bite plan: Watch cells — reset after rain

Wednesday Sep 23 Thursday Sep 24

65°/53° CTClear 66°/53° CTOvercast
Wind to 14 mph - precip chance 0% Wind to 10 mph - precip chance 0%

Bite plan: Best midweek pattern day Bite plan: Cleanest skies — cover new water

Day cards are planning guidance for the Mon-Thu window — re-check sky and wind the morning you launch.




Read the four day cards as a sequence, not four separate trips: Monday often still carries
leftover weekend warmth or wind residue, Tuesday-Wednesday are the pattern-change days,
and Thursday is frequently the cleanest window to cover new water. If a cell line is in the
forecast, fish the hour before it arrives and the hour after it clears — that reset is often better
than forcing midday dead water. Keep a simple abort plan (nearest ramp, PFD on, metal down)

so weather decisions are automatic.

Forage cues matter as much as the thermometer. Watch bird activity, surface dimples, and bait
on electronics; when bait is high, start with a moving bait before you camp on a jig. When bait is
pinned deep, shorten the topwater window and spend more of the day on bottom contact.

Clarity swings after wind or rain — start natural, then add contrast only if fish stop showing.

No storage dam drives this fishery. Green Bay / Lake Michigan wind seiche and ship-canal
current matter more than any inland generation calendar. Commercial freighters in the
Sturgeon Bay ship canal are standing Heavy Traffic — yield early and fish seams after wakes

settle.

Fish canal-wall seams when current shows; slide to outer rock when wind allows. If marine

conditions are unsafe, stay inside — do not invent a dam schedule.

Failover: NOAA marine forecast for Green Bay / Door County and visual current at the canal bridges.

Use the cheat sheet as a launch checklist: (1) note pool or river feel at the ramp, (2) decide
whether washed points or still-water cover is the better first pass, (3) re-check any posted board

on your phone before you leave coverage. Soft language only — if a schedule is not posted, fish

the conditions and say so. Never invent unit counts, cfs, or overnight targets.

Safety note tied to water control: restricted zones near dams, lock walls, and stilling basins are
not fishing spots. Give commercial traffic and gated boom areas a wide berth. If wind and
current stack against each other, shrink your water — a shorter productive day beats a long

risky one.




Be on legal public rock and
canal walls at first light.
Potawatomi State Park
shoreline, city canal edges,
and Murphy Park-area
rock fish when wind allows.
Work tubes, drop-shots,
and small Ned-style baits
parallel to the wall; skip
private docks. After 9 AM
CT, shade lines and deeper
canal seams outfish sunny
flats. Midday bank fishing
in a stiff NW blow is
miserable and unsafe on
exposed rock — pick a
protected wall or wait.
Carry a PFD mindset even
on shore near the canal;
commercial traffic throws

wakes.

Kayaks shine in Sawyer
Harbor, Little Sturgeon,
and inside Door bays when
the NW wind is up on the
outer reef. Quiet
approaches let you pick
individual rock piles that
boats run past. PFD on,
whistle ready, and give the
ship canal shipping lane a
wide berth — Heavy Traffic
here means freighters, not
bass clubs. Fish windward
edges of protected bays
with tubes and small
swimbaits. Exit before
evening freighter traffic
peaks if you are near the

canal mouth.

Graph rock-to-sand
transitions and school
marks on outer Door reefs
when wind is under ~15
mph. Canal current seams
and bridge abutments hold
resident smallmouth on
moving water days. Match
goby/perch profiles — 2.5-
3.5&quot; tubes, drop-shot
greens and smelt colors,
light football jigs on
deeper rock. Shipping =
real Heavy Traffic: stay
clear of commercial lanes
and listen on VHF if you
run the canal. Weekday
Mon-Thu is quieter than
weekend Door tourism
traffic. Make a first
electronics pass before you
camp on one spot. Idle
through wood and rock —
lower units still lose to
stumps and reefs. Soft
Mon-Thu pressure rewards

early starts.

Rotate Bank, Kayak, and Boat plans with the wind: protected water when it howls, main-lake
structure when it lays down. Stay on smallmouth bass as the lead story even if a secondary fish

fires.

Across Bank, Kayak, and Boat, the shared rule is the same: protected water when wind is

dangerous, main-lake structure when you can boat it safely, and a hard stop for lightning.
Weekday Mon-Thu traffic is usually the softest of the week — use that advantage to fish prime
light windows instead of fighting weekend wakes.




« Pure-Gas.org listing — Door County / Sturgeon Bay — Near water - EO if posted —
verify at pump

« Regional Pure-Gas.org stations — Within a short drive - Call ahead for EO

« Backup corridor listing — Adjacent town - Verify grade before fill

Listings from Pure-Gas.org; verify EO at pump. Prices move — confirm on site before you fill. Crowdsourced

stations can change without notice.

Built for Smallmouth bass this week. Bass-first box matched to local forage — skip trout

spoons unless you switch species on purpose.

Top Mid Bottom

» Walking bait (bone/ « Spinnerbait or vibrating « Football or flipping jig
chrome/white) Jig (shad/bluegill) (green pumpkin/brown)

« Buzzbait on weed edges « Squarebill / medium  Ned / shaky / wacky for

early crank on rock and wood pressured fish

« Hollow frog only where + 3-5" swimbait matching « Creature bait for wood

mats remain local forage and cover

Clear water: natural. Stained pockets: chartreuse/black contrast. Match bluegill vs shad by what

you see.

Carry fewer rods, not more: one moving bait, one mid-column search bait, one bottom contact
bait covers most September days. Change one variable at a time (color, weight, or cadence) so
you learn what the fish want. If you catch a fish, repeat the exact angle and depth before you

“explore.”

Stain vs clear: after wind or rain dirties a pocket, bump contrast (chartreuse flash, black
silhouette). On clear high-sun main lake, downsize and go natural. Match profile to forage you
actually see — perch, shad, bluegill, gobies, or cisco — instead of throwing a bass-pond frog on

a trout reservoir or a giant muskie blade on a smallmouth reef.




Life stage: Smallmouth bass set the September program on Door County / Sturgeon Bay.
Fish are in fall transition — bait-oriented and structure-driven rather than pure spawning
patterns.

What's on the menu: Match the hatch you see: baitfish, perch, bluegill, crayfish, or cisco/

trout forage depending on the water. Do not invent a hatch you did not observe.

September fish are past peak summer patterns — shorten dead water time, fish edges where
bait shows, and let conditions (wind, stain, flow) pick the bank for you.

September fish are past peak summer laziness and not yet full winter stack. Expect shorter
surface windows, longer bottom-contact stretches, and more wind-driven location changes. If
nights keep cooling, bait often edges deeper by late week — follow them instead of camping

on last month'’s flat.

Secondary lanes on Door County / Sturgeon Bay stay short and real this week — do not pad
a laundry list. If a non-primary species shows while you fish the main pattern, take it; do not

abandon the primary plan because a social-media post said otherwise.

No named trail event pulled for Mon-Thu on Door County / Sturgeon Bay. Soft weekday
recreational pressure is the baseline. Any Heavy Traffic callout below is sourced (commercial
traffic, known weekend tourism, or wind-as-safety). Looking ahead, re-check calendars

before the next weekend window.

Trip logistics that save the day: confirm ramp hours and any fee before you leave, pack a spare
prop shear pin or paddle leash if you kayak, and keep a dry bag for phones and boards. If you
are fishing shared water (Pepin with Minnesota traffic, Flaming Gorge with Utah ramps), expect

mixed boat styles and give courtesy room at busy launches. Photograph the skyline and your

first productive bank so you can return to the same angle tomorrow without guessing.

Communication habit: text a shore contact your ramp and expected return, especially on big
water or remote reservoirs. Bring lights for early launches and a whistle. If the forecast turns

mid-day, leave fish on the table — the Cast is a plan, not a dare.




Over the next 1-3 weeks, expect the fall transition to continue on Door County / Sturgeon
Bay: cooler nights, bait edging deeper, and more wind-limited big-water days. Re-check lake

levels and any operator boards weekly. Keep the primary species honest as patterns shift.

Next Cast window will refresh day-by-day weather, boards, and any newly posted events. No

named championship event pulled for this product in the next 1-3 weeks at build.

Looking ahead 1-3 weeks: fall transition should continue — cooler nights, more wind-limited
big-water days, and bait that spends more time on deeper edges. Re-check lake levels and any
operator notes weekly. Weekend recreational traffic usually rises relative to this Mon-Thu

window; plan launches earlier if a mild weekend is coming.

Event watch: no named championship trail stop is attached to this product for the next 1-3
weeks at build. If a late-posted club or open appears on a public calendar, treat it as Heavy

Traffic for that morning only and slide to a secondary ramp or alternate bank.

Next Cast cycle will refresh day-by-day weather, boards, and forage notes. Until then, keep the

primary species honest and let wind plus bait choose the bank.

Weather outlook for planning - dam and level operators for this water - Pure-Gas.org for

ethanol-free listings (verify EO at pump) - state wildlife access notes. Freshwater Cast - Wisconsin
- Monday Cast - Sep 21-24, 2026.
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